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Real Life in Alaska.

The following letter from W, D. Nick-
eos to Colonel W. J. Fife, dated January
30, is interestiog, as giving & view of
Alaskan exparience and commanat soms
what diffsrent from the nsaal reports:

My Dear Wile—Have not written
sooner becanse [ have been kuosked
out of the box. [ contracted a very as-
vere cold which settled all over mse, [
was compelled to stay in doora for 10
days and eonflasd t> my had mosk of the
time. Itis rather 4 larga propovition to
get sick ap hare. Howaver, I am faw
getting all right oncs mors. [ 14 masn
eolder here than down on the Sound,

Qold, raw winds prevail. The north
wind is particnlarly raw. Thare bas besn
no rain to spask of siaca [ cans hare
[ andarstand oo spring aad s0 nmoer is
the rainy season The last issn= of the
Dyea Trail savs you are com ¢ up
Well, ufver all that is tha only ®ay o get
at it. Oae must hear and sea from thewr
own atandpoint, and - not throagh the
ayes and aura of othara. Bith this town
snd Skagnay are livaly in soms respacts
and dall ia »hars.  Too muny coms here
looking for wark It is lizaly ia the baild
ing line and would bs mach brisker if
lnmner conld ha had; it is very high.
There is planty of tesning  Hay 830§ per
ton.
In thas sporting line it is very dull,
Gamblers kicking like h—I; they are
sick. Toe women never struck sach a
hard proposition in their lives. There
are few ol them eiting reguiar and [
think they all at present wish themnselves
where they came (rom. Siloons are do-
ing a little better, ba: nothing 1o brag of.
Dance halls are mit It is worse than
puliing taeth to gat enough on the floor
to have a shake down. Drinks and ei-
gara in maloons are 25 ceaws. 1t costa 50
cents 1o dance. [a fast the people com-
ing in here are nol blowing themselves,
Those that are gowng to the Yukon are
too busy and too far from their destina
tion to ba epending their movey. They
realize that their triale have just com-
menced and that they will need every
cont ol woney they have. Those that
are working aronnil here have wpparently
profited by the exper.ence of the lust five
or six years and are here to try and save
a few dollars, They are all a long way
from their homes, and there is no way of
getting back without putting op good
nard money and quite a little of that.
There are no side door Pallmans or brake
beams up this way and you ean't take
yoar blankets on yur biek and walk out
—30 the steamship companies are sara of
their pray. Qute & numbar are working
oyer this and the Skaguay trails, Some
weaken when they ses what they have
to encounter and sell thair ouifits. So
far a3 the sersnity of the thing is coo-
carnad, it all depands upon the character
of the individnal and his eqnipmeat.
There is one thing I want 12 remind voo,
and that s that tha nawioapar talk of the
Sound papers and those ap here, partic-
olarly the paper here—thair statements
ars not worthy of conmderation. They
are publishing only the improhabla and
frequently the impossible. They pat io
only the mirscnlons. Naurly everything
that is published in exaggeratad and
magnifiad oat o! all resamblance to the
real thing, if, indeed, there was any
foundation to it whatever. You hear
only of thore that come out with & lew
dollars  Yon can read all aboat the rosy
part of the affiir, but there are others
that yoo don’t and won’t hear of, be-
canse the papers are not preseatiog that
side of the story. Youn see all the agen-
cies that give oat the news to the pablic
are intereated partios—nawspapera, trans-
portstion companies, men owning claims
in the Yukon and bosiness men selling
ontfits to people going in or making
money out of the excitement in’ some
way or another It ia like going into &
lodge—jnst as soon as you get in—you
put your shoalder to the wheel to get in
the next one. Last summer the Post
ased to publish the names and residences
of the parties coming in from the Yukon

and the amount of gold brooght 1 by
each one. Two men who came up 0D
the hoat with me and who had speat a
little since in Beattle thooght they woald
ran down one of the parties that had
been published a¢ coming oat with 80,

lm The man was found and he said

he did not get out with 80 cents. The
reporter takes the pusseager e from the
ourser and pata down the amoants thay
bring oat to sait himself. A good many
rellable men coming in from the Yakon
tell me that on accrunt of the searsity
and high priee of provisicas that it only
pays Lo work the vary richest claima, and
for that re won there will oot be such a
large outpat of gold as many predict and
what is expected. Bill, von will flud
that the North A nsrican Transaportation
& Crading Ormpany and the newspapsrs
will have it large enoagh o plesse the
mast ardent snthusiest Yoo cao't work
8 10§, 158 or aven 203 & day claim over
there this winter. [t won't pay. Guing
over the police charge 25 per cent. daty
on evervthing you have. Yoo pay 25
conts & cord for the wood to thaw your
groand and 7§ for logs for a eabin., Yon

to hadrock ; if thare I8 nothing, why there
yon are Balore you ¢an do anythiog st
all 158 mill haveto he plankad ap tor s
miner's license. There are other and
anmerond demands which [ have not
mentioned o make you go down into
yoar pockat. Al avery tarn you will have
to g> down for the long green. [he re-
part now is that ym ecan't get by the
eunstoms offica with less than 1,000 ponnds
of solid food; it was 800 pounda at one
time, Yon see, the more sapolies the
more daty, [ am imformed that they
alap it on 5 firearms at the highest fig-
ure. [ goess they don’t want an army of
minera over thera with arms and amma-
pition. The miners might ge! to cayort
ing a little and the police woald not be
init, bat if the miners have no arms,
they are harmiess.

[ am satisfied that the Yukon is rich,
and if you can equip yourself for an 18
months or two yeara' slay and have lnck
yvon are liable to come ont with the long
green, Itisa gamble and if the cards
eome your way why then you can go to
Parisin 1000 But if they don’t, which
of crarse, will happen to the mujority, it
will he hard for them to get home. Ii
yon eyme doa’t hring any mackinaw
elothing. Get a dack soit with the coat
oil skinnad ined, or & leather eoat, cor.
daroy lined, ooe or two pairs of Garmsn
socks with ovarshoes, a pair of wool lined
mits, & eup, and of course, woal ander
glothes and sosks. In sammer you ean
wear just what you wounld there, bat now
it takes warm clothes. Mackinawa have
proved & disdppsintment to averyone,
You will need blanketa. It of course
makes o Jiffsrance whathar one is on:
side or inside or whether he is going into
the intarior. Rahhar hiots are nacessiry
or, rither, will be.  Just now i: is frosen
ap wad the sledding is excellent. [ heard
last night that the Baros tramway were
taking staff from here to the summit for
four ~ents. [If that is troe, it s ¢laimed
by those who onght tu know thut that is
the cheapsst and beat thiog todo, It is
abont 12 miles from hers belore youn
reach the mountain to begin tha ascent.

Regards to everyone Yours, W. D.
Ni-xEvs —Tacoma News.
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Looking for Suchers.

A Dawson letter says: “‘A large num
ber of people are lnaving with claims to
sell to the ountside pablic. They firmly
beliave that the axcitament still rages in
the states and elsewhers, and that they
will be able to dispose of their bonded
interests at tabulons prices to fleveriah
aod anxious capital, No sane man wounld
inves: in Klondiks properties withoul s
report or examination from some eogin-
wer or expart. Many of the schemes will
not bear very close 1nspection.

“Without mentioning names, [ will say
that one party of men have staked on the

has been discovered in paying qosntities
on the Klondike, and it will ha almoat

at random on seyeral of them. I have
panned out as high s 38§ io 0oe pan and
anlow as 75 cents. Three days ago I
saw a pan goiog 1708, fo which was a
nogget weighing 60 50§ This was ona

howaver, was from what is probably =
righ pociet of vary soarse gold,

“Many varied reporta have besn sent
ont in regard to the richness of the claims.
Thers is 0o gaestion bot what the de
posits ars remarkably rich in gold, bat
on takiag iato consideration the enor-
mous oost ol working—the scarcity of
fasl, the largs amonnt ol waste grayel
which most necsssarily be mixad aod
hotatad with the rich pay streak, on ace
count of the crads system of miniog, the
expanses are aa grasal that the pay die
mnit of nscessity ha warv rich to pay a
[air profit Lo the owner.

“Sampaldes to naw discoveries are of
slmost duly ocsarrsnce. It is not an
uncommaon sight to see 4 party of four or
five with an axe sod blankets to each
man taaring ap ona of the erevkas, when
mao at the wiodlass will drop sverything,

an lmpoesinility to work there if .old|
shouald be found, excepting oo the bars. magnificent raw material of this nature

I have visited sll the princioal mines | o4 the petrified forests of Arizons afford.
on the cresks and have paoned mysell| Not even the imperial works st Exaterin-

grasp the flrst aga and follow & their

then prospect by thawing ont yonr groand | bast speed. [, mysell, with Bind, wear
(o0 s stanpals up the Klondike ahont a

waek ago. Wa bad received a confiden-
tial tip that there wis 4 new siriks on a
small creak 25 miles from Duwson. The
thermomater registerad from 40 to 6O
degraes helow zaro tha eatirs thras days
we wars ont, and wa foaad at the end of
oar joarney & miserahle lit'le pap, as the
small cresks are called, not worth look
'Il'll at,

“The new crasks, Hanker and Salphar,
command (ha most attention now, and if
tha staries can be hwliaved of puas raa-
ning 2§ to 3§, they must have some very
promising eleima thare,"—T o oa Naws,

Petrified Forest Protection.

Land Oommirsioner Hermaon is at
work on a spacial report to the Sacretary
of the Interior, recommending that a
forest reserva he made out of the petri-
fied forest of Arizona.

Receat repora received by the Intertor
Department ahoat the condition of this
foreat indicate that it ia rapidly being
nsad op for commercial porposes, and
uniess the government steps in 13 sop
the deapoilment, tha whole forest, which
is one of the greitest nataral coriosities
in the world, will disappear., There is
now bulding in Denver a hotel, all the
walls of which are to be faced with the
silicified wood to be taken from the for-
est, and all the tables for the hotel are
also to be made of ir. At this rate of
consamption it woanld not be long before
all the petrified wood would ba nsed up.
Cummissioner Hermaon thioks that there
is immediste necessity for action on the
part of the Department. [t is his opinion
the best way in which the forest can be
presarved is to make it a forest reserve.

The forest is located near Holbrook,
in Apache county, Arizsona. The largest
and finest apecimens of silicified wood in
the world are t.ken from it. Whole
trunks of trees and stumpes with portions
of the roots are lound there, converted
into stone a8 dense and hard as the
fineat agate. Every cell and every fiher
of the former wood is preserved 1u stone.
A lurest of trees appear to huve been en-
tombed in the rocks and to have been
preserved by & elow process of replace-
ment by silica from solotions permeating
the bed. Subsequantly the surrounding
sediments were washed away bat the en-
daring fossils of the trees remained,

Tons npon tons of specimens have
been taken away by collectors and deal-
ers. A company has been formed in
Sauth Dakota for cotting and polishing
stone for architectoal and decorstive
work., Bections of these trees 4 leet in
diameter, and lurge enoagh for the tops
of tables, have been cut and polished,
Many specimens were shown at the Paris
Exposition, where they were greatly ad
mired for tha perfect preservation of
every detail of atrnctars of the wood, for
the wvery high polish, and for the ex-.

Kiondike itsell and bope to sell the ggisite interblending of colors in the
elaime on acconat of the name. No gold | mass, due to the presence ol various ox-
| ides in the original silicilying solations.

No other country in the world, it is
claimed, can send to the lapidary such

barg, in Rossis, with their wealth of
kalkansto jasper, massive malachite, and
other superb ornamental stones, can rival
the beauty ol the agatized wood of Ari.
BODA.

' bench cisim on Skookum Pop. This,: Commissioner Hermann is coofident

that Secretary Blise will agree with him,
when the facts are brought to his stten-
tion, of the wisdom of making some pro-
vinion to protact this wonderful curlosity
from dup:l.llmont —M. & 8, Press,

The Sait Habit.

The use of salt as a condiment is so
genersl snd 8o aniversally believed in as
necessary that we rarely hear a word
agalost it exoessive use, but there are a
multitods of persons who eat far too
muoch salt—eat it on averything, on meat,
fish, potatoes, melons, in bautter, on to-
matoes, tarnips and rqoash, in bread
and on a host of foods too numerous to
weation. To so great an exient 1w it
used that no lood is relished which has
not a salty taste, and this hides more or
lean (he real tante, which in often very
delicate Now, the amount of salt re
quired in the system is comparaiively
small, and {l the diat has been rightly
componnded very little ia necessary
Some go so far as to discard its use al-
together, but whether Lhis is wise or not
we will not here consider. What are
some ol the evils of the excessive nse of
salt? They are to paralize the nerves of
taste, or to pervert them so they cannot
enjoy anything which his not a salty
flavor, and in addition there is a direct
tax on both the skin and the kidneys io
removing it from the blood. Whether
the skin is harmed by this tax we do not
know. Posaibly it is not greatly injured,
yet we know that few people possesa
healiby skin; bat it is now pretly well
settlad that an exeessive use of sall does
overtax the kidness 10 its removal, and
that the great number ol cases of de.
rangement and disease of (hese organs 1s
due to this ase. It takes only a little
time to learn to-enjoy many kinds of
lood without salt, and we advise cor read:
ora and others to look jato this matter
and to try and diminish the nsa of this
condiment 8o far 48 possible. We believe
they will be better for it—Journal of
Hygiene,
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An Important sale.

Frank A. S8mith bhas closed another
important mining deal for Michigan par
ties in the porchase from Sampson &
Bant of thalr [amoos Cantennial group of
mines io the (ijoas miuing dwstriet Jo
cated ahout two wmiles north of the Grant
gronp recently parchased by Taledo
parties. The Centennial groap is a large
property, the main ledge or ore body
raisiog many lest above the sorface,
forming a great dyke of gold bearing ore
Mr. Smith says that his sumpling of
eighty tons on the vain or ledge gave 33§
per ton in gold. This is certsinly very
fine. Bat the mining engineer sent oat
by the company sampled the ore eighty
feat across the vein or ledge and gor 33%
per ton. Tone estimuta made ot the ore
in sight by the party was 21,000,0008,
which seama high, but it may be eorrect,
an that is & very rich district and tha ore
bodies are very iarge.

It ia the inteation to pat up a twenty-
stamp mill at once and to commence re
docing ores. It is estimated that this
can ha accomplished within eixty days
—Loa Angeles Hearald,

The largest mining deal which has
taken place of late in Califorais bas jost
been perfected, mays the San Francisco
Chronicle. On Thursday lsst the prop.
erty of the Royal Consolidated Mining
company, located abont three miles from
Copperopolis, Calavaras crunty, was pur
chased by J. C. Kemp van Ee, a well
known operator of Loodon. It was an
ount and ount sale, the price paid to the
|ate owners, I. B. Wilbar of this ¢ity and

J. D. Pators and Mr. Cassell of Biockton,
having been 400 0008.

The property has the repatation of be:
ing the highest lox grade proposition in
California, the ore running nearly 10§ s
ton, [t consists of mix patented mining
claims, the Emma, Good Enough, Royal,
Royal Extension, Ant Hill and Pine and
a patented mill site. The developments
of the late owners have been confined to
the Royal vein and the Roysl snd Good
Enosugh elaims and to ouly ove ore chute.
They proved, however, very profitable,
baving netted 50,0008 per aonum daring
the last four years and a half,

The Royal property has been under
carelul exsmination for many months
ty sach experts a8 William A, Farish of
Denver. Wiitiam P. Miller of Ban Fran-
ciseo, W. R Beull of Bouth Africa and
John Barr of Glasgow, who sabstantially
ugree as o the amount of ore in sight.
The figures given by Mr. Farish are 700,
000 tons of first and 35,000 tons of second
class, makiog & total of 105,000 tons
sctually in sight.

Mr. Kemp van Ee's purchase was
largely made on fotare possibilities ol
the property seing more cheaply and ex-
tensively worked. At present there s a
small shalt to a depth of 700 feet. This
s to be made a triple compartment and
sunk with all possble speed toa depth
of 1200 feet and uitimately to 18,000 fest.
The twenty stamp miil, which haa been
eroshing rock at the rate of thirty tons &
day, is to make room for one of sixty
s'amps of 1100 pounds each, eapable ol
crashing 240 pounds daily., New hoist-
ing works are 1o be erected, 130 men put
to work and the cost of mining send mill-
ing the 105,000 tons in sight redoced

|lmm-|32$m 2508 a ton —Los Angeles

Heruld.

Timber for Mines.

Commissioner of the General Land
Office Hermann has decided to grant to
mining companies the privilege of cuot-
ting all the timber they need from public
lands of the United Bsates t proteet their
mines, provided they follow the instrue-
tions of an inspector of the land office
who wil' be senl to mining camps, npon
request, to mark soch Irees as may be
cal. Under the present system the win.
ing companies in the west are so greatly
hampered by resirictions of the govern-
ment in obtainiog the amount of timber
which is actually required by them that
some of them have been cutting timber
in violation of the regulations, and suits
for indemaoity have been begon against
them by the government,

Unless the mining companies can se-
cure the imber needed to properly brace
their mines they are entber compelied to
slack up in their operations or continue
them with great rick to their employes.
Commissionar Hermann believea that
the best interesta of both the mining
companies and of the government will be
subserved by allowing the companies to
have the wood they need under the su-
pervision of a government agent, who
will ee to it that no young trees are de-
stroyed. This decision is one of the
greatest importance to the mining states
of the west, and will give mine owners
great rellet.—Silver Belt.

Something More for the Trusts.

There i# & proposition before one of
the hoose committees to establish a new
depa.tment to be known as the depart-
ment of commerce and industry, It is
certainly in order for the government to
do something for the intant trosts, end
this might accomplish 1t —Batte, Mont,

Miner,
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